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Days &amp; Time: Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 12:00 AM- Saturday 11:59 PM
Starts Aug 24, 2026 – Ends Oct 13, 2026

Instruction Mode Online
Units 3.00

Professor: Michael Hall
Email: mbhall@reynolds.edu 
Phone: 832-725-8996

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES:
I will answer all email within a 24-hour period. I accept all phone calls. Be sure to leave a voicemail if I am not available. I will return your call within 24 hours. Assignments will be returned within 72 hours.

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Tuesday from 2:00 PM- 3:00 PM Eastern Time.  You can request a Zoom meeting. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Introduces the history of the United States from its origins to 1877. Includes the European
exploration, development of the American colonies and their institutions, the Revolution, major
political, social and economic developments, geographical expansion, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. 

This is a Passport and UCGS transfer course.

Lecture 3 hours. Total 3 hours per week.
3 credits

PREREQUISITES:
No prerequisites

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Written/Oral Communication
· Explain the changing social, cultural, economic, and political structures and development of the United States from pre-Columbian times through Reconstruction through written activities and/or oral presentations/discussion.

Describe the key events, developments, and people from pre-Columbian times through the Reconstruction through written activities and/or oral presentations/discussion.

Critical Thinking
· Analyze and evaluate primary and secondary sources dealing with American history through Reconstruction and draw conclusions regarding their impact on the history of that time.
· Differentiate between fact, inference, and opinion as pertaining to American history through 1877.
· Quantitative/Graphic Analysis
· Analyze numerical data, graphs, and maps as they pertain to understanding the development of events and trends throughout American history through Reconstruction.

Before First Contact: Suggested Context Native American Societies, European Culture, West African Culture
· Describe and discuss basic structures of Native American societies that developed in North America before 1500.
· Identify key changes to those structures due to the arrival of West Africans and Europeans.
· Analyze the cultural and social structures of European nations and what impact they had on exploration and colonization.
· Discuss the social, cultural, and political similarities and differences between the Native American, European, Asian, and African societies before first contact.

First Contact: Suggested Context - Fifteenth and Sixteenth-century contacts between the Americas and Europe, Early British Settlements in the Chesapeake and New England, Atlantic Slave Trade
· Identify, compare, and contrast the patterns of interaction between different groups of European colonizers and different indigenous cultural groups.
· Compare and contrast the first British settlements in Virginia and New England.
· Explain how distinct systems of unfree labor evolved in the context of British North America and the broader transatlantic economic context.  
· Identify, compare, and contrast gender differences between Native American, European, and African cultures.

British North American Colonies Mature: Suggested Context- The Growth of Settlement
in British North America, The Seven Years War and the Events Leading to the American Revolution, Introduction of Indentured Servitude and Slavery to British North America
· Identify the demographic changes to British North America in the first seventy-five years of the eighteenth century
· Discuss the impact of the intellectual and cultural changes stemming from the Enlightenment and the Great Awakening
· Identify major political, cultural, economic, and intellectual changes taking place in the British North   American colonies during the eighteenth century.
· Explain how the Seven Years War affected British North American colonies and how conflicts between British policy and American colonists led to the Revolution.

The American Revolution and the Early National Period: Suggested Context - The
American Revolution, Early governments and the creation of the United States Constitution, The Early National Period and the Era of Good Feelings
· Identify major political, cultural, social, and economic transformations taking place from the era of the American Revolution to the 1820s.
· Examine the role and impact of the Revolution on enslaved people and Indigenous people.
· Identify the major political, social, and military events of the American Revolution.
· Explain the reasons for drafting the new Constitution and the different proposals and compromises made during its creation including the different arguments for and against ratification.
· Describe the emergence of the two-party system in American politics.
· Explain the impact of the war on slavery, non-elite white people and the growing divide between the two after the Revolution.
· Explain the impact of the War of 1812 on the United States for white Americans, enslaved people, and Indigenous people.
· Examine the Missouri Compromise and its role in sectional politics.
· Discuss the rise of sectionalism.

The Market and Communication Revolution: Suggested Context: Pre-Market (Moral),
Economy, Introduction of the Factory System, Changes in Transportation and Communication, Changing Gender Roles, Growth of Cities, Diversity of Antebellum Labor
· Summarize the pre-market economy and the emergence of the market economy and the reasons for economic change.
· Discuss the rise of the factory system (particularly the textile industry) and the impact on production and workers lives in America.
· Analyze the technological changes in antebellum society and the ways they altered life in the United States.
· Explain and assess how industrialization and urbanization brought about changing gender roles in parts of the antebellum United States.
· Evaluate the actions women took in shaping their new roles in society and their efforts to gain a voice in American society during the antebellum period.
· Describe the rapid urbanization of the United States and life in the growing cities during the antebellum period.

The Jacksonian Era: Suggested Context - Jacksonian Republicanism, Nullification Controversy, The Second Great Awakening, Antebellum Reform Movements
· Outline the major political parties and political realignments of the early national and antebellum periods.
· Identify the different elements of Jacksonian republicanism.
· Analyze the Nullification Controversy of 1832 and its impact on the debate over slavery.
· Describe the impact of the Indian Removal Act of 1830.
· Discuss the expansion of democratic institutions and the impact for free white males.

Religion, Romanticism, and Reform:
· Discuss the Second Great Awakening and its impact on the reform movements that arose in the early to mid-nineteenth century, including (but not limited to) abolitionism and temperance.
· Describe the emergence of the early women’s rights movement as a product of women’s efforts to participate more publicly in reform and politics.

Westward Expansion and Southern Secession: Suggested Context - Politics of the 1820s, Manifest Destiny and Westward Expansion, The Mexican War
· Describe and discuss the experiences and motivations of Americans from the United States who participated in westward expansion.
· Analyze the impact of white westward expansion on Indigenous tribal cultures.
· Explain how racial and cultural biases against Native Americans and Mexican Americans undergirded U.S. rationalizations for westward expansion in the era of Manifest Destiny.
· Describe the causes of the Mexican War and their impact of the American victory.

The Slave South: Suggested Context - Planter Hegemony, Work and Living Conditions of African American  
      slaves, Control of Slaves, Slave Culture and Resistance
· Analyze how the planter class controlled the different elements of white society in the antebellum South.
· Describe the material conditions, legal restrictions, and cultural norms of Southern slave culture, and divergent responses to slavery and unfreedom by free and enslaved Black people.
· Discuss the major slave rebellions in the nineteenth-century United States.
· Analyze the expansion of the domestic slave trade and new slave codes.
· Describe the establishment of the policing system developed for the suppression of slaves and free Blacks in the slave holding states.

The Secession Crisis: Suggested Context - The Expansion of Slavery Westward,
Compromises, Strife from Bleeding Kansas to Harpers Ferry
· Explore the ways in which the westward expansion of slavery created conflict between different sections of the nation and led to political realignment.
· Describe the compromises in Congress designed to handle national conflicts over the expansion of slavery.
· Recognize how tension and violence affected American politics during the 1850s with the Compromise of 1850, the Fugitive Slave Act, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott Decision, and John Brown’s Raid.
· Recognize the causes for the secession of Southern states in 1860-1861

Civil War: Suggested Context - Secession, The Military Aspects of the Civil War, The
Home Front and Politics, The Wars End
· Analyze the causes of secession in Southern states and the creation of the Confederate States of America.
· Annalise copies of original documents that indicate the reasons for secession by Southern states.
· Explain how CSA committed treason against the United States.
· Identify the key military actions of the Civil War and their effect.
· Discuss the impact of political activities and the home front on the outcome of the Civil War.
· Discuss how minorities, women, American Blacks, native Americans, aided in the Civil War on both sides.
· Explain the events that brought an end to the Civil War.

Reconstruction: Suggested Context - Emancipation, Presidential Reconstruction,
Congressional (Radical) Reconstruction, The Unofficial and Official Ends of Reconstruction.
· Analyze the diverse meanings of freedom between African Americans and Anglo Americans and how each group sought to shape the emancipation experience.
· Explain the need for the Freedmen’s Bureau.
· Describe the progress made by the freedpeople during Reconstruction
· Explain white resistance to emancipation and Reconstruction.
· Articulate what the black codes meant for freed people.
· Describe the actions of the national and Southern state governments during Presidential Reconstruction.
· Explain the changes Congressional Reconstruction brought to the South through the work of Radical Republicans like Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner.
· Discuss the ways in which Reconstruction ended (both unofficially and officially).

TEXTBOOKS:
America: A Narrative History, Fourth Edition, Volume One,
David Emory Shi, Daina Ramey Berry, Joseph Crespino, Amy Murrell Taylor

ASSIGNMENTS:
The basic assignments are as follows:
● Quizzes. They are on a weekly basis and cover objectives covered during the weekly period. Questions from  
    the quizzes may be used in the exams.
● Exams. They are assigned at the completion of a unit. That may include four chapters.
● Discussions. This writing on a particular question relevant to the objectives covered during each week.
● FINAL EXAM: The final exam is not inclusive. It is calculated with the other exams you took.

Exams:
Exams are composed of multiple-choice questions.  Many of the questions in the exam were covered in the chapter quizzes.

Late/Make up policy:
Work such as quizzes, discussions, and exams are due on a specific date. If you miss a deadline
be sure to contact me by email. I am flexible on the assignment deadlines.  Contact me if you encounter any difficulties.  I realize the difficulty of balancing your academic work with the demands of working a job and serving your family.  I had to work when I attended college., so I realize the hassle.   Due to the constraints of a seven-week course, it is crucial to have your assignments handed in on time or if you contact me and need extra time.  


GRADE SCALE:
90 – A
80 – B
70 – C
60 – D

CHANGE OR ADJUSTMENT POLICY
If you find any errors in grading or if you have a dispute with an answer on a quiz or exam you should immediately email me at mbhall@reynolds.edu or call me at 832-725-8996.  I am open to resolving the issue.

ATTENDANCE:
Attendance must be recorded for school and financial aid purposes. I will take attendance by
checking your activity on Canvas. It is imperative that you hand in the first week assignments.  If nothing is turned in, you will be dropped from the course.  This is not my rule, and it is a college and federal policy.  Good attendance is rewarded by helping boost grades when it comes to the final grade.  Attendance is taken when you login to the Canvas class.

GRADING:
Describe your grading policy and expected turnaround for grading assignments, including
● Grade breakdown: Exams = 40%. Quizzes = 30%. Discussions = 30%.
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● Grading scale: I work it by percentages. The total number of exams are weighted at 50%
of your total grade while quizzes and discussions are weighted at 25%.
● Rounding policy: Grades are rounded when they reach .5 of a percentage point.
Example: A grade of 93.5 is rounded off to 94.

OUTLINE FOR THE SEVEN WEEKS
Week One:  	Aug 24-29:	Chapters 1,2,3. 
Week Two:  	Aug 30-Sept 5: Chapters 4,5, Exam for chapters 1-4
Week Three:  	Sept 6-12:	Chapters 6,7
Week Four:  	Sept 13-19:  	Chapters 8, 9, Exam for chapters 5-7
Week Five:  	Sept 20-26: 	Chapters 10, 11
Week Six:  	Sept 27-Oct 3: Chapters 12, 13, Exam for chapters 8-12
Week Seven:  	Oct 4-10:  	Chapters 14, 15, Final Exam chapters 13-15
Term Ends October 13.  

See Modules for details on weekly assignments.  That covers assigned readings, PowerPoint presentations, video chapter overviews, videos, discussions, and quizzes.

CAMPUS HOLIDAYS AND CLOSINGS:
Please see http://www.reynolds.edu/get_started/calendars.aspx  for a listed of all college holidays and days when the school is officially closed. Because all coursework is completed online and there are no proctored tests, campus closings due to weather or other issues will NOT affect the class.  

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT:
Students are expected to adhere to the college’s eleven principles of creating a learning environment: punctuality, courtesy, no distractions, consideration, accountability, participation, preparation, professionalism, privacy, respect, and responsibility. 

STUDENT HELP & SUPPORT:
Resources are available for numerous questions and issues regarding school policies, Financial Aid, Distance Learning, library resources, and technical help with Canvas under “Student Help.”

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Accommodations are provided only when the instructor has received documentation from the Office of Student Accommodations. Students must work contact the Office of Student Accommodations for more information. JSRCC Policy 1-15, Eligibility of Students with Disabilities to Receive Accommodations provides students with documented disabilities the opportunity to receive accommodations that will assist them with succeeding in class. If you have a documented disability, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Office of Student Accommodations in order to assess your eligibility for an accommodation, as well as determine what accommodations are available to assist you with the various activities within this
course. Contact the Office of Student Accommodations at:
 
Downtown Campus Parham Road and Goochland Campus
Office: 804-523-5628 Georgiadis Hall, Suit 101
Room 105 R Office: 804-523-5290, Fax 804-371-3527
Note: Accommodation forms submitted late will not be retroactively applied.

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Students are expected to follow Reynolds’ academic honesty policies. (See the student handbook, catalogue and school web site - http://www.reynolds.edu/studentaffairs/judicial.htm ) Violations, particularly plagiarism, will result in sanctions possibly including failure for the course. In an online course especially, I expect you to be who you say you are and to submit your own work.

AI POLICY
Any work written, developed, created, or inspired by artificial intelligence (AI) is considered plagiarism and will not be tolerated. This is because the use of AI robs us all the opportunity to learn from our experiences and from each other, to play with our creative freedoms, to problem-solve, and to contribute our ideas in authentic ways.

AI and academic integrity
AI brings both opportunities and challenges in the context of academic integrity. While it can assist in identifying and preventing dishonest behaviors, its use also raises ethical questions, especially when it comes to privacy and surveillance. Moreover, it is important to remember that AI tools can support, but not replace, the work of teachers and administrators in promoting academic integrity. Ensuring honesty in academic work also relies heavily on creating a culture of integrity and setting clear expectations for ethical behavior.
· Reynolds Academic Integrity Policy 2-7
Syllabus statements from other institutions
· Classroom Policies for AI Generative Tools
This resource is created by Lance Eaton for the purposes of sharing and helping other instructors see the range of policies available by other educators to help in the development of their own for navigating AI-Generative Tools (such as ChatGPT, MidJourney, Dall-E, etc). This is searchable by course name or topic and can be good to better understand disciplinary-specific approaches.
· Colorado State University
· Penn State
· Temple University
· Texas A&M University
· University of California at Los Angeles
· University of Illinois Urbana Champaign
· University of Minnesota
· University of Tennessee
CONSIDERING THE AI POLICY

Defining Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI): Generative AI is a type of AI that can create new content and ideas, including conversations, stories, images, videos, and music in response to inputted prompts. Generative AI can be trained to learn human language, programming languages, or any complex subject matter and it reuses training data to solve new problems. (Definition adapted from Amazon Web Services, https://aws.amazon.com/what-is/generative-ai/)

Generative AI Usage Notifications for your courses: There should be guidance for whether generative AI use is (1) broadly acceptable, (2) conditional usage is allowed, or (3) usage prohibited. The examples below have been provided by Tidewater Community College's Department of Distance Learning.

Notification 1: Broadly Acceptable Generative AI Usage: In this course, you may leverage the benefits of Generative AI tools to enhance your learning experience. AI tools can be utilized to supplement your understanding of course material, conduct research, and explore different perspectives. However, it is important to exercise discernment and ensure that their usage remains within the boundaries of academic integrity. Remember to appropriately cite and reference any AI-produced content to acknowledge the sources. Embrace the opportunity to harness the power of Generative AI while maintaining the principles of honesty and intellectual growth throughout the course.

Notification 2: Conditional Generate AI Usage: In this course, the use of Generative AI is
permissible only under specific circumstances, as outlined in the assignment instructions. When AI tool usage is allowed, exercise caution and ensure that you appropriately cite and attribute any content generated through their use. It is essential to strike a balance between leveraging the advantages of AI resources and preserving your individual creativity and problem-solving abilities.  Failure to adhere to the specified Generative AI usage guidelines may result in academic consequences. Pay careful attention to the assignment requirements to determine whether AI tools are permitted and follow the instructions accordingly.

Notification 3: No Generative AI Usage Permitted: For the duration of this course, the use of Generative AI in assignments is strictly prohibited. Assignments are opportunities for personal growth, critical thinking, and applying your acquired knowledge. Your individual effort and creativity are essential in demonstrating your understanding of the course material. Dependence on AI undermines these objectives and compromises the integrity of the learning process. We appreciate your commitment to academic honesty and dedication to upholding this course's principles by refraining from using Generative AI in your assignments.

Privacy & Confidentiality: Using generative AI does not change the principles of data privacy laws and your responsibility to uphold them. Personally identifiable information (PII) and private health information (PHI) cannot be fed into generative AI as doing so may compromise the privacy of that individual. PII is defined by the U.S. Department of Labor as information: (1) that directly identifies an individual (e.g., name, address, social security number or other identifying number or code, telephone number, email address, etc.) or (2) indirectly identifies an individual (e.g., gender, race,
birth date, geographic indicator, and other descriptors).

Personal information or private health information should not be used as part of generative AI prompts. Names of real individuals or their personal details, particularly health information, must be redacted or changed when students create prompts for generative AI tools.

DISCLAIMER
Any part of this syllabus may be changed at my discretion, subject to school policy, and state and federal.
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